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ART 55
 

A group of 55 emerging and established artists 
from Europe, North America and Australia 

committed to excellence in 
artistic expression. 

CONNECTIONS, our first online show, explores 
 interrelatedness within the cosmos, nature, 

community, family and ourselves.

During this unprecedented and isolating global pandemic 
our curated CONNECTIONS show presents a 

collection of thoughtful, inspiring and 
healing works of art. 

We hope to CONNECT with you!



THE HAT PORTER by Amy Brakeman Livezey 
12” X 12” / 30cm x 30cm 
Mixed media on panel, 2021 

“The Hat Porter” is inspired by an early century historic photograph taken in 
Montana. A girl carries several hats to a boat that is about to be filled with more 
girls, all in need of hats. I am drawn to images from the past that can act as meta-
phor for present circumstances. A mundane act of humanity connects and nurtures 
the group. Seemingly small efforts build and combine over time to tie us together.

More information: amybrakeman.com 

A native of central Ohio, Amy worked her way to the western states and now resides 
in Helena, Montana. She began her creative career with a focus on independent 
filmmaking, but oil painting soon pulled her away from that. She has recently turned 
to acrylic and mixed media, combining figures inspired by historic photographs with 
contemporary expressionist fields of mark making and color.

http://www.amybrakeman.com


TOUJOURS L’AMOUR by Ann Artz
12” x 12” / 30.5cm x 30.5cm 
Acrylic and pencil on wood panel, 2020

As I worked on this, I got a little carried away with pinks while my friend Frannie 
sat nearby chatting away about her colorful life. Those deep pinks top right are 
more her colors than mine. Somehow she channeled her love story into my painting!

More infomation: ann@annartz.com

Ann is a visual artist with dual interest in art making and graphic design. An
intuitive abstract painter, her work often combines a loose raw gestural application 
of paint with define shapes and delicate marks creating environments that find 
peace in chaos.

https://www.annartz.com


ONE LAST KISS by Catherine Parker 
12” x 12” / 30cm x 30cm
Acrylic mixed media on wood board

This painting was painted during the first lockdown of Covid 19 when we were 
first learning that we had to minimize our social interactions with others, and what 
that looked like. Working intuitively, the story revealed itself of how we were faced 
with our dependency on others for comfort and the resulting feelings of desperation 
when told we have to be aware of who and how many other people we interact with. 

More information: catherineparker.ca

Catherine is an emerging artist working in acrylic and mixed media. Through the 
process of applying many layers, her paintings reveal themselves in the form of 
stories. She is inspired by her love of fairytales, imaginary worlds, real life 
experiences, and the many books she reads.   

https://catherineparker.ca


ORANGE DRIFT by Cathy Bird 
10” x 10” / 25.5cm x 25.5 cm
Acrylic on cradled panel, 2020

Cathy’s process is inspired by her imagination and is one of exploration. Her lively, 
colourful works are done with acrylics on paper, canvas or panels.

More information: cathybird@bell.net

Born in Toronto, Ontario, Cathy graduated from the Ontario College of Art with a 
diploma in Fine Arts. Cathy lives and exhibits work in Southwestern Ontario.

 



CAROUSEL by Cora Harrington
12”x12” / 30.5cm x 30.5cm 
Acrylic and mixed media on board, 2020

“Carousel” is a vibrant reminder of a time when as a young child, listening to the 
loud pop music blaring from the visiting funfair. I couldn't wait till morning to go 
with my brother and enjoy the excitement of all the rides and side shows. The 
Carousel being my favourite.

More information: coraharrington.com
 
Cora holds a degree from the Belfast College of Art and has received multiple awards 
Her work has been exhibited in the Mall Galleries in London and is held in public and 
private collections worldwide. Cora moves easily between the figurative and 
abstraction and is always atmospheric, expressive and intuitive allowing what is in 
her memory, imagination and heart to emerge in each unique painting..

http://coraharrington.com


THROUGH MY WINDOW by Debbie Schreiber 
12” x 12” / 30cm x 30cm 
Mixed media on framed board

Using different mediums Debbie explores how opposites like chaos & order, 
softness & sharpness, light & dark create beautiful transitions and interactions 
between elements. Working in rich layers Debbie's paintings have the quirkiness, 
richness, joy and imperfections of life itself.

More information: debbieschreiberart@gmail.com

Born in Montevideo Uruguay, growing up in Tel-Aviv Israel and living on the Gold 
Coast of Queensland Australia Debbie is a full time artist. Debbie spends her days 
painting in her home studio, in yoga practice, beach walks and in thrift shops 
gathering inspiration and recycled materials for her mixed media art.
 
 



BREAKABLE GLASSES by Deborah T. Colter
30” x 30” / 76cm x 76cm 
Mixed media on canvas/panel

Breakable Glasses was created during the depths of the Covid-19 pandemic. The piece 
was influenced by a poem I believe to be a translation of Vaso Furitive by Maria 
Eugenia Baz Ferreira. It Begins  “To all that is brief and fragile” and ends “I toast in 
Breakable Glasses”. 

More information: dtc@deborahcolter.com

Deborah is a contemporary abstract painter born in upstate New York. She currently 
resides on the Island of Martha’s Vineyard. Deborah obtained her BFA from the Rhode 
Island School of Design in 1981. Her work is widely represented in private and 
corporate collections throughout the United States and overseas.

 

https://www.deborahcolter.com/contact


FLOWER MOON by Jacqueline Rueckert Lakely
48” x 36” / 122cm x 91.5cm
Acrylic, collage, and ink on canvas

2020 was a year I spent a lot more time contemplating the cosmos 
than usual, as humanity endured major upheaval. I paid particular 
attention to the phases of the moon and how they connect to life 
on earth. This is part of an ongoing series about these connections.

More information: jackielakely.com 

Jackie lives in the northwest suburbs of Chicago where she works 
in her home studio and teaches mixed media classes at a regional 
art center. Her work is about finding meaning in the landscape and 
symbolism of life as well as creating places comprised of both 
memories and dreams. 

https://jackielakely.com


TIMBER COVE by Jamie Madison
16” x 16” / 40.5cm x 40.5cm 
Oil on panel, 2021

My paintings spin from landscapes I have seen, always answering the question:  
how did I feel in this landscape, and what visual clues made me feel this way? 
I strive to find colors that demonstrate the feelings and I am always searching 
for the right equilibrium of dark and light value differences.

More information: jamiemadisonart.com

Jamie lives on a farm next to a creek between San Francisco and Sacramento
where she frequently walks, observing the farmland and sky before her. She studied 
painting at UC Davis and she paints daily - mostly abstracted landscapes. She feels 
fortunate to have a studio in Sausalito where she shares ideas and can discuss art 
with many other artists. 

https://www.jamiemadisonart.com


LETTERS HOME by Jan Allsopp
8” x 8” / 20cm x 20cm
Acrylic on wood panel, 2020

Can shape and colour prompt memory and a sense of joy? This is the question that 
underpins my latest work. Limiting myself to circles and right-angled shapes, 
‘Letters Home’ is the piece that showed me that memories of people and relation-
ships can also be evoked by shape and colour.

More information: janallsopp.com.au

Jan is a painter and installation artist who lives and works in Coffs Harbour on the 
east coast of Australia. Her work considers everyday life and how our view of it 
effects personal happiness. Jan has held seven solo exhibitions and has work in 
private collections across the world. 

https://www.janallsopp.com.au


CHAMBERED SOUL by Janet Jaffke
21.65” x 21.65” / 55cm x 55cm
Acrylic mixed media on wood

This piece was created during the end of the 2020. It is and expression of how sad 
and gray I was feeling during this time. I was doing a lot of reflection during this 
period. I arrived at the position that even though there are challenges and obstacles 
we face in our lives, no matter what the circumstance, there is always hope. In this 
instance I have referred to the cross as a symbol of hope vs. a religious icon.

More information: janet@jaffkestudio.com

Janet is an emerging artist working in acrylic mixed media. Her work often 
incorporates the use of extreme texture and textiles. Formally trained at the Art 
Institute of Chicago in Fiber Art and Textile Design, she has since shifted her focus 
to painting and mixed media. 

https://www.jaffkestudio.com


MALLORCA SUMMER by Janet Smedley 
20” x 20”  / 51cm x 51cm
Acrylic on panel

I explore the connections between our different selves and how these selves 
connect to other souls. In this connecting to our selves, we recognize others as 
ourselves.

More information: janetsmedley.com

Janet is a full time artist and a retired architect. She has a love of textiles and all 
things with a story and history embedded in their fibers.

https://www.janetsmedley.com


THE OFFERING by Janine Etherington
12” x 12” / 30.5cm x 30.5cm
Wood panel assemblage

Small assembled blocks have been a meditation since a stressful summer two years 
ago. The simple action of laying colors on small panels was grounding. Stacks of 
these grew as did my curiosity as to how they fit together. Stacking and tilting them 
woke up my love of geometry. 

More information: janineetherington.com

Janine is a mixed media artist living in Eugene, Oregon. Born in Calgary, Alberta, she 
graduated with honors in painting and printmaking from the Emily Carr College 
of Art and Design in Vancouver, B.C. Her work can be found in private and corporate 
collections in Canada, the United States, and overseas. 

https://www.janineetherington.com


FINE LINE by Jessica Brown
12” x 12” / 30cm x 30cm 
Acrylic mixed media on wood panel.

I’ve always been fascinated by the Eastern story about the ‘red thread of fate’. In this 
myth, the gods tie an invisible red thread around the ankles of those destined to 
meet, or help each other in some way. This painting expresses something about the 
connections and threads that link us with the people we come across in our lives.

More information: jessicabrownart.com

Jessica is an abstract painter creating heartfelt, many layered, abstract paintings 
from her studio in Warwickshire, UK. She is inspired by shape and colour, 
spontaneity and structure, what’s seen and what’s not seen. 

https://www.jessicabrownart.com


LIFEBOAT AT SUNRISE by Joie Villeneuve
38” x 38” / 100cm x 100cm
Mixed media on marine wood, 2020

“Lifeboat at Sunrise” is filled with personal iconography from a life lived near 
water. The memories of walking the water’s edge at sunrise and witnessing life 
washed ashore. Fragile, impermanent, submerged and hopeful. 

More information: joiev.com

Joie was born in the US but now calls Australia home. In her work a transformation 
has taken place over the past few years. Heavily textured paintings are now spilling 
off the wall onto the floor and into sculpture and installations. The themes often 
involve water and elements pertaining to it.

http://www.joiev.com/home


LISTEN by Julie Weaverling
40” x 30” / 101.5 x 76cm 
Mixed media on gallery wrapped canvas

Every piece of art we create can teach us something if we are 
willing to listen. This painting has taught me so much that I have 
wanted to live with it and keep learning. I now fully understand 
its lessons about discernment, and the strength of subtlety.

More information: Julie@JulieWeaverling.com

A Southern California artist, Julie’s works are layered and full 
of history. She has studied with notable artists Rebecca Crowell, 
Krista Harris and Nicholas Wilton. Julie paints from an internal 
source striving to create meaningful artworks that are beautiful 
without having to be pretty. Julie’s work is in collections nationwide.

https://julieweaverling.com


COUNTDOWN by Karen Meadows
36” x 36” / 91.5cm x 91.5cm 
Acrylic and mixed media on board, 2020

My current series of abstract floral mixed media paintings is a result of being 
somewhat isolated during the past year, and wanting to bring beauty to a painful 
time. I painted “Countdown” during the U.S. election, anxiously awaiting the results, 
optimistically hoping for a blue outcome.

More information: www.karenmeadows.com 
 
Karen’s paintings evolve from intuition and chance. She lets the materials speak, 
while responding to the nature of process.  The beauty of her surroundings in 
North California is a great influence on her art.  Karen has been an artist for the 
last 30 years; her work has been shown across Europe and the U.S.

http://karenmeadows.com


FREE BIRD by Kathy Swift
12” X 12” / 30cm x 30cm  
Acrylic on cradled panel 

Layers over layers over layers, adding and removing the paint to get to the final 
story. Free Bird is a metaphor for how I see myself in the studio, just letting loose 
and letting the paint have its way, and the brushes be my instrument to 
communicate. Yes, free as a bird.

More information: www.kathyswift.com

Kathy has been studying and painting in water-based mediums for over 30 years. A 
studio artist, Kathy focuses on shape-making, and the stages it takes to get to the 
final story, always waiting to see what will emerge.  Kathy shows her work in 
galleries around Vancouver, British Columbia as well asworking with artists’ 
collectives everywhere.

https://kathyswift.com


SUMMER FOG by Lauren Thiem
12” x 12” / 30.5cm x 30.5cm 
Acrylic on panel

My painting process is an intuitive, revolving cycle of creating and destroying and 
is both terrifically exciting and terrifying. Inspiration comes from sources ranging 
from the splendor of the natural world to the grunge of urban decay. I seek to distill 
life’s abundance to the most essential, interesting elements.

More information: laurenthiemstudio@gmail.com

Lauren is a contemporary mixed-media artist living in Meridian Idaho. Her art
journey began as she approached mid-life and shows no sign of letting up. She 
continues to study with great teachers wherever she can find them.



THRIVE  by Libby Skamfer
30” x 30” / 76cm x 76cm 
Acrylic mixed media on stretched canvas, 2020

This painting emerged during the onset of the pandemic when creativity and 
inspiration intensified.  “Thrive" mirrors the abundance of unstoppable creative 
energy that prevailed while sheltering in place. Acrylic, collage and mixed media 
were used in this multi layered painting.

More information: www.libbyskamfer.com 

Libby’s process is unplanned and involves the coaxing of materials in layers allowing 
chance and mistakes to hold importance leading to final resolution and completion.  
Acrylic and mixed media offer her ways to explore contrasts in value, edges and 
texture. Inspired by nature, music, and life itself she cultivates her spiritual nature 
allowing her paintings to evolve less from thought origin and more from her soul and 
emotional state.

https://libbyskamfer.com


ENERGY FLOW by Lise Couture
30” x 20” / 76cm x 51cm 
Acrylic on stretched Canvas, 2020

Energy Flow was inspired by how it feels like to be transported into 
a state of happiness, passion and creativity. The exhilaration of 
loosing oneself into doing something you feel passionate about.

More info: www.lisecouture.com

Born and raised in Quebec, Canada, Lise now lives and work as an 
abstract and contemporary artist – and celtic blanket maker- in her 
home studio, located in the rural countryside in Co. Down, 
Northern Ireland, United Kingdom. She exhibited internationally 
and been published in several Art magazines. Her work is about 
loyalty, respect and integrity towards yourself and others.

https://www.lisecouture.com


A RIVER RUNS THROUGH by Margriet Hogue
30" x 30"  / 76 cm x 76 cm 
Mixed media on cradled panel, 2019

This piece started out with layers of collage and acrylic paint which was scraped 
and sanded into.  Various fabric elements and hand drawing with ink were added 
at the end. My work is loosely based on the landscape through which I travel both 
from a bird's eye view and from eye level.

More information: margriethogue.com

Margriet is based in Central Alberta and is continually learning to improve her art 
skills.  She has been featured in several magazines, including Creative Quarterly 
and has won a few awards.

https://www.margriethogue.com


MORNING WINDOW by Mary GrandPre’ 
12” x 12” / 30cm x 30cm
Acrylic paint and collage on cradled panel

This piece reveals glimpses of nature, bits of words, and various mark making. 
I like to uncover just enough to lead the eye through a dream-likeexperience... 
or in this case, a morning awakening.

More information: tomary1@verizon.net. Please type “Morning Window” in subject line.

After 35 years of illustrating children’s books, Mary discovered a new passion for 
abstract painting. She has taken her love of color and shape into her new work 
in a way that offers her freedom and exploration. She looks forward to an ever 
evolving path.



HIGH FRUCTOSE by Michelle Renée Bernard
25” x 25” / 63.5cm x 63.5cm 
Acrylic & mixed media on wood, 2019

Because of my love for vintage iconography, my art often has connections to child-
hood games and toys. I use bright colors, bold graphics and whimsical subjects to 
elicit the joys of being young and carefree. I balance that with a bit of risk and 
chaos, to create visual tension and a playground for the eyes, much like the 
Candyland game that inspired this painting. 

More information: artist@michellereneebernard.com

Michelle’s style of mixed media art is self-taught and comes from her innate 
curiosity and love of experimentation. Her tenure at a major art and craft supply 
company helped foster those traits, while her background in graphic design and 
advertising created a fondness for composition, color, and use of text in her work.

https://www.michellereneebernard.com


TRACEY IN THE ZONE by Rachel Davis
14” x 14” / 35.5 x 35.5 cm
Mixed media on cradled wood panel, 2020 

UK artist Tracey Emin is an artistic hero to me for her creative fearlessness, and 
the emotional power of her work. This portrait of her, over an earlier attempt that 
wasn’t quite working, came together quickly in a frenzy of color, scribble and line. 
Or maybe it wasn’t quickly. Being in the zone meant time fell away. 

More information: rachel@racheldavisstudio.com

Rachel Davis is a Bay Area mixed media artist, psychologist and creativity coach. 
In her portraits celebrating women, her figurative work exploring memory and 
in Asian inspired abstraction she is interested in what’s beneath the surface. 
Davis’s work has been juried into national and international shows and is in 
private collections across the United States, Europe, the Middle East, and Australia. 

https://www.racheldavisstudio.com


SAILING HOME by Rita Wege
14”x 14” / 35.5cm x 35.5cm 
Acrylic and mixed media on wood panel, 2018   

I used a squeegee to apply the paint which was fun! The title comes from seeing the 
two white shapes as sailboats. I love the title “Sailing Home” at it suits my word for 
2021 as I see myself coming home to myself. It’s been quite a journey.

More information: rbwege@shaw.ca

Rita is an emerging artist who has made it her mission to connect with herself and 
others through her art. She has been fortunate to learn with a broad spectrum of 
powerful and caring mentors which has helped her work become inspirational, 
evocative, and expressive.

https://www.facebook.com/ritabwege/about/


COME TOGETHER by Robin Olsen
40” x 40” / 102cm x102cm 
Mixed media on cradled panel, 2021

In "Come Together" disparate elements take shape out of their chaotic surroundings 
to form a strong bond.  The painting is built up in layers which allows some 
elements to rise to the surface while others sit more quietly in the background, 
all playing their part in the whole.

More information: www.robinolsenart.com
 
Robin is an award-winning abstract artist living in Portland, OR.  She lives nestled 
between the city and fern forests, drawing inspiration from both the energy of 
urban life and the quiet of nature.  Her work examines the tension between chaos 
and order, structure and freedom.

https://www.robinolsenart.com


THE CORONATION OF KING HUMMINGBIRD by Sarah Taylor Ko
24” x 24” / 61cm x 61cm
Mixed media on wood panel, 2020

This painting is about a peaceable kingdom where the smallest bird rules. It 
imagines a world that the meek inherit. Inspired by my children's drawings about 
a song sung in harmony around the world, KING HUMMINGBIRD refrences the 
common ground we share in our human desire for connection and peace. 

More information: sarahtaylorko.com

Sarah's award winning work has been juried into over 25 shows, recognized by the 
Hawaii State Foundation for Culture and the Arts, and purchased by the permanent 
collection of Calvin University and the Honolulu Museum of Art. She lives in 
Hawaii where she spends her time painting, cultivating tropical trees, and herding 
one naughty cat.

https://www.sarahtaylorko.com


COMING UP FOR AIR by Susan Sakamoto
12 x 12 in / 30.5 x 30.5 cm
Oil on cradled panel, 2020

The mystery of light and shadow, the influence of water, the vast prairies and 
skies of Alberta all contribute to my ongoing explorations on canvas. Each mark 
I make leads to the next response. As I excavate hidden jewels in the paint, I 
also reveal layers of myself.

More information: www.susansakamoto.com

Susan Sakamoto is an abstract artist from the Canadian prairies living in 
Medicine Hat, Alberta. She is fascinated by the layers of life, paint, and personal 
and family history. Susan has works in public and private collections in Canada, 
USA, Europe and Japan. 

http://www.susansakamoto.com


E PLURIBUS by Susan Wasinger
18” x 24” / 46cm x 61cm 

Are artists supposed to understand their own art? To "like" what we 
do, feel it settled, certain, and complete? Is it okay for a painting to 
end in a question the artist can't yet answer? Is art a definitive 
statement? Or can art describe a mystery just by being one?
 
More information: wasingerart@gmail.com

Susan Wasinger doesn't paint the things in the world we can 
actually see. Instead, she tries to depict the secret trajectories 
ricocheting through life, painting how things feel, or what they 
sound like, or how they might be functioning inside, or what they 
are doing when no one is looking. 



SEA SONG by Zoe Ashbrook
12” x 12” / 30cm x 30cm 
Acrylic mixed media on wood panel

Inspired by the beautiful sensory and emotive responses to the experience 
of the sea as it meets the shoreline. 

More information: zoeashbrook.com

Zoë is a visual artist living in Gloucestershire, England. Primarily a painter she 
also explores working in printmaking, drawing and photography. Zoë’s interest in 
exploring her responses to experience of landscape and the recurring cycles of 
change and connections in nature are ongoing themes within her work.  

https://www.zoeashbrook.com
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